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NEW WINNERS AS LICHTENBURG 400 TOOK ITS TOLL ON THE SPECIAL VEHICLE COMPETITORS  

The Lichtenburg 400, the fifth and penultimate round of the 2019 South African National Cross Country Series 
(SACCS) that took place this weekend in the North-West Province, took its toll on competitors in the Special 
Vehicle category with more than half the field having to call it a day before reaching the chequered flag. It was, 
however, a good outing for teams in the Side x Side National Championship (SxS NC) with all teams 
completing the full race distance while there were first-time winners in both categories. 

The 55km Qualifying Race on Friday, 13 September determined the starting order for the race on Saturday 
and although teams in the Special and Production Vehicle categories share the starting grid, a good starting 
position is a good foundation before taking on the bulk of the 400 kilometre race the next day. This was, 
however, not the situation John Thomson/Maurice Zermatten (Mormond Zarco Challenger) found themselves 
in after the Qualifying Race.  They broke a rear sideshaft which prevented them from completing the qualifier 
and starting the race from the back of the field. 

It did not hold them back and determination and perseverance resulted in them walking away with their first 
overall victory in the Special Vehicle category as well as in Class A despite a puncture in the first loop and fuel 
starvation during the second loop.  

Another race victory evaded the current category and Class A leaders, Lance Trethewey/Adriaan Roets (LT 
Earthmovers BAT Venom) again, but a second place secured them the Special Vehicle and Class A 
championships for 2019. They initially experienced misfire issues on Friday and then battled with power 
steering problems in the main race, but valuable points and more silverware was welcomed by the team from 
KwaZulu-Natal. 

Julio Ferreira/Mohamed Moulson (Aceco) took the Class P victory and rounded off the overall Special Vehicle 
standings after a dry and dusty race in the North-West Province. They also started from the back of the field 
due to being penalised for wrong slotting just before the finish of the Qualifying Race and not going through 
the flying finish. 

There were problems for the Moosajee brothers, Taahir and Talha (Dunlop Zone Stryker) who posted the 
fastest time after the Qualifying Race. They were hoping for a good result to keep their title hopes alive. After 
completing the first of the two loops successfully, they experienced problems and had to call it a day. Lady 
Luck also turned her back on the husband and wife pairing of Sandra Labuscagne-Jonck/Jaco Jonck (Total 
Agri Porter) as a broken gearbox forced them to retire. Nic Goslar/Andrew Massey (Mens Clinic Zarco 
Magnum) were also victims of the event as they dropped a cylinder at the start of the second section after a 
clean first half of the race.  

There were problems for the SxS category leaders, Werner and Leon Mostert (Moto Netix Can-Am Maverick) 
who were just two seconds slower than SACCS newcomers, Theo Erasmus/Edward Odendaal after the 
Qualifying Race. They broke a shaft on the first of the two loops and decided to take the 10 hour penalty and 
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return to DSP for repairs. Despite the penalty, they enjoyed a clean race two with points in the bag, albeit 
having to settle for the last place on the results.  

Erasmus/Odendaal claimed their first victory in their first national championship event and finished just over 
eight minutes ahead of Dewald van Breda/Johann du Toit, also in a Can-Am Maverick with Peter Walter/Pierre 
Jordaan rounding off the podium.  Walter/Jordaan (Can-Am Maverick) posted the exact same race time as 
newcomers Ridhwan and Mohammed Dada (Can-Am X3 RS Turbo) who were the very last team to tackle the 
race on Saturday. 

Christo Rose/Dirk Swart (Can-Am Maverick) finished fifth with the Mostert brothers sixth. 

The sixth and final round of the season will be taking place at Parys on the border Gauteng on the 1st and 2nd 
of November. 

 

 

 


