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ATLAS COPCO 400 QUALIFYING RESULTS PREDICTS A RACE FOR THE BOOKS 
 
The 40 kilometres qualifying race for the Atlas Copco 400, round four of the South African National Cross 
Country Series taking place this weekend in the Bronkhorstspruit area on the outskirts of Gauteng, set the 
scene for a race that could turn out to be one for the books. 
 
A little breeze was welcomed as the teams took on the dry and dusty route described by most as a tricky 
section that was a real test for drivers and navigators. 
 
After the qualifying race it was the event sponsors who smiled as both Atlas Copco 400 teams finished in the 
overall top five with Chris Visser/Philip Herselman (Toyota Hilux) posting the fastest time albeit by only 10 
seconds to fellow Class FIA team, Henk Lategan/Barry White (Toyota Gazoo Racing SA Hilux) in the 
Production Vehicle category. Visser/Herselman had a trouble-free run but admitted that navigation was 
extremely tricky and that there was no time to rest while Lategan/White lost valuable time due to a wrong slot. 
 
The Class T NWM Ford Ranger of Gareth Woolridge/Boyd Dreyer set another blistering pace and rounded off 
the Production Vehicle category podium after a clean run. They trailed Lategan/White by a mere 17 seconds. 
The drive of the day probably belonged to the Horn brothers, Johan and Werner who started last, after 
experiencing engine problems during an early morning test session which necessitated a hasty engine change 
before the qualifying race for their Malalane Toyota Hilux.  They posted the fourth fastest time overall as well 
as in the Production Vehicle category and are 11 seconds behind the NWM Ford Ranger and only 16 seconds 
ahead of the second Atlas Copco team, Gary Bertholdt/Geoff Minnitt (Toyota Hilux) who rounded off the Class 
T podium and overall top five. 
 
Mark Corbett/Juan Möhr (CR 6) last raced together in 2016, but had a good day finishing sixth overall and third 
in the FIA Class despite the loose sand not being ideal for their two-wheel drive vehicle. They were only three 
seconds slower than Bertholdt/Minnitt and will be under pressure from the Production Vehicle and FIA Class 
leaders, Giniel de Villiers/Dennis Murphy (Toyota Gazoo Racing Hilux) who trail them by only one second. The 
defending champion and Murphy lost time with a flat tyre after hitting rock seven kilometres into the race with 
De Villiers describing the route as very fast and very busy. 
 
They have a gap of a mere nine seconds to the second NWM Ford Ranger of Lance Woolridge/Ward Huxtable 
who enjoyed the route. Stefan van Pletzen/Jaco Pieterse (Live Lesotho Chenowth) posted the fastest time in 
the Special Vehicle category and in Class A. They were ninth overall with Johan van Staden/Mike Lawrenson 
(Team Elf Renault DE Duster) posting the 10th fastest time and fifth in the FIA Class. 
 
Just outside the top 10 was the CR 5 of Brian Baragwanath/Leonard Cremer who were sixth in the FIA Class, 
13 seconds behind the Renault Duster and only two seconds faster than the Class T Ford Ranger of Jacques 
van Tonder/Sammy Redelinghuys. The second Live Lesotho team, Werner Kennedy/CJ van Pletzen (Porter) 
are second in the Special Vehicle category and in Class A after a good outing. They will start just ahead of the 
category and Class A leader, Coetzee Labuschagne/Sandra Labuschagne-Jonck (4x4 Mega World ARB 
Porter) who enjoyed the nice and technical route with a distinct change in pace after the recent gruelling 
Toyota Kalahari Botswana outing. 
 
Terence Marsh and celebrity navigator and Dakar Rally hero, Joey Evans (Red-Lined Motorsport Nissan 
Navara) are 15th overall and 12th in the Production Vehicle category. “This is an incredible experience and 
certainly lifted me out of the comfort zone,” Evans said afterwards. “I am really looking forward to the full 
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distance race tomorrow,” the enthusiastic motorcycle rider, who was paralyzed from his chest down after a 
motorcycle racing accident just over a decade ago and then completed the Dakar Rally in 2017, smiled. 
 
Also, in the top 20 was John Thomson/Maurice Zermatten (Zarco Challenger) who will start fourth in the 
Special Vehicle category and in Class A and will be followed by John Telford/Victor Ntsekhe (BAT Warbird) 
who are fifth in the category and in Class A after a difficult qualifying due to suspension set-up and problems 
with their GPS during this ‘navigator’s route’. David Huddy/Gerhardt Schutte (Nissan Navara) lead Class S and 
will start 18th overall followed by Schalk Burger/Elvene Vonk (Porter) who made a come-back after Burger 
injured his hand during the Botswana event last year.  
The Brazilian team of Marcos Baumgart/Kleber Cincea (NWM Ford Ranger) are 14th in the Production Vehicle 
category with Richard Leeke/Danie Stassen (BMW X3) limping home due to a broken left front drive-shaft. Nic 
Goslar/Joe Lima (Zarco Magnum) lead Class P and are seventh in the Special Vehicle category followed by 
Zaheer and Lais Bodhanya (Tyre Rack Jimco) in their first outing together.  
 
Among the teams who could not see out the distance, were Jannie Visser and son, Chris (Toyota Hilux) who 
suffered a broken power steering while Ramon/Maret Bezuidenhout (Elf Renault DE Team Duster) broke a 
propshaft on the start line. 
 
SACCS teams as well as the Side x Side Interprovincial Challenge vehicles and Northern Regions 
Championship competitors will take on the Atlas Copco 400 main race on Saturday, 4 August at 08:00 from 
the Soetdoring Function Venue.  
 
Cross country enthusiasts can follow the race by means of the RallySafe App where times, results as well as 
relevant race information is available. The App can be downloaded free for iOS and Android devices. 
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