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DOUBLE FOR TOYOTA GAZOO RACING SA IN LICHTENBURG QUALIFYING RACE 

Poulter/Howie and de Villiers/Murphy lead the way 

Lichtenburg, Friday – The Toyota Gazoo Racing SA team today picked up where they left off last season with a double 

in the Production Vehicle qualifying race for the Lichtenburg 400, opening round of the South African Cross Country 

Series (SAACS). 

The Toyota squad is unbeaten in two seasons with South African champions Leeroy Poulter and Rob Howie leading 

home former Dakar winner Giniel de Villiers and Dennis Murphy in the 50 kilometre sprint to determine grid positions for 

the race. Both cars compete in the FIA Class for Dakar specification vehicles, with Poulter/Howie beating de Villiers and 

Murphy by 23 seconds. 

Both crews reported clean runs with de Villiers not pushing too hard in slippery conditions. For his part Poulter was 

finding his rhythm again after missing the final two events last season when he underwent surgery which kept him out of 

the Dakar classic.  

Behind the two FIA Class cars there were some intense battles in Class T for cars above four litres with solid axle rear 

suspension. The fight for the final podium position was narrowly won by Lance Woolridge and Ward Huxtable in the Ford 

NWM Puma Lubricants Ranger who were around 40 seconds behind de Villiers and Murphy.  

Woolridge and Huxtable edged out Woolridge’s younger brother and Boyd Dreyer who were only four seconds behind in 

a second Ford NWM Puma Lubricants Ranger. The younger Woolridge and Dreyer had only three seconds to spare over 

Hennie de Klerk and Rodney Burke (Treasury One VW Amarok) and rookies Henk Lategan/Barry White in a third Ford 

NWM Puma Lubricants car. 

It was a good start to the season for both de Klerk/Burke and Lategan, the son of former Toyota factory driver Hein 

Lategan, and White with behind them another close contest between two very experienced crews. Former South African 

champions and Ford factory crew Chris Visser and Japie Badenhorst (Atlas Copco Toyota Hilux), were just four seconds 

clear of Gary Bertholdt and Philip Herselman in the Atlas Copco VW Amarok, and the early stages of tomorrow’s race 

are going to see some hectic action. 

The top 10 were rounded out by Deon Venter and Jaco van Aardt (4x4 Mega World Toyota Hilux) and Luke Botha and 

Andre Vermeulen in the recently completed Red-Lined Nissan Navara. The two crews were separated by nine seconds 

with only three seconds between Bertholdt/Herselman and Venter/van Aardt. 

Matters were a little more spread out in Class S for cars up to four litres with solid axle rear suspension. Here Heine 

Strumpher and Henri Hugo (Toyota Hilux) held a 45 second lead over former South African champion Jannie Visser and 

son Chris junior in another Toyota Hilux. 

The Vissers, in turn, led Richard Leeke junior and Henry Kohne, in a Ford Ranger, by 22 seconds. Leeke is the son of 

former rally and cross country champion Richard Leek senior and is making his off road debut. 
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At the other end of the scale it was a miserable start to the season for Class T champions Jason Venter and Vince van 

Allemann in the second 4x4 Mega World Toyota Hilux. They retired with a burst power steering pipe and will start from 

the back of the field. 

Race headquarters, the start/finish and designated service park are all located at the Lichtenburg show ground on the 

outskirts of the town. Public entry to these areas and spectator viewing points along the route is free of charge. 

The race starts at 08:30 and will be run over two loops of 175 kilometres with a compulsory service halt after the first lap. 

Enthusiasts can also follow the race from home or office via the RallySafe app which can be downloaded free of charge 

for Apple and Android devices. 

Results: 

http://res.cloudinary.com/noxfox/image/upload/v1491026217/gktdp3wkbt7lgnwcsfez.pdf 
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