
 

   

 

2017 KAMEEL 250 – ROUND 3 – RACE REPORT 

Written by Ferdie Pieterse & Pics courtesy of Nadia@PixelArt 

The Kameel Laerskool rugby field exploded into a sea of colour when the Northern Regions 

Cross Country Race teams arrived and set up their pits on 

Saturday 1 July.  Very soon the air was filled with the 

sounds of race car engines being warmed up in 

anticipation of the 9 am start of the 41km qualifying race.  

Ahead of the eager competitors lay 220kms of unforgiving 

race route.  With the Barberspan event having offered up 

double points due to double race distance, this round 

effectively marked the halfway point in the season and all 

still to play for in the various championships.   

And what a fantastic day of racing it turned out to be.  A 

brilliant route was enjoyed by all, with some teams 

experiencing misfortunes along the way, spoiling their 

chances and others grabbing the bull buy the horns, so to 

speak. 

SPECIAL VEHICLES 

OVERALL 

In what was an exact copy of the Vryburg 250’s results, the top 4 overall ended up in the 

same order.  After setting the fastest time in the qualifying race, Rikus Prinsloo/Leila Lerm 

lead from the front and 

eventually took the top 

spot on the podium, 

narrowly edging out 

Francois Smit/Craig 

Galvin in second by a 

mere 36 seconds, after 

more than 3 hours of 

racing!  Could this finally 

be Rikus and Leila’s year?  

We’ll have to wait and 

see……….. 



 

   

 

On current form it seems that way, but there 

is still half a season to go.  The Beers, Andrew 

and Zelma, was less than a minute behind in 

third place.   

The Gouveia’s, father-and-son Tony and 

Michael in the CRT, was a bit off the pace in 

fourth place.  They haven’t quite found their 

pace and rhythm they enjoyed for years in their BAT.  

Putting in a great performance, Peter Pfumfei rounded 

out the top 5 overall in his single-seater Class B, showing 

that there is still a lot of fight left in him. 

CLASS P 

As was the situation in the overall positions, the top four in 

Class P ended up exactly the same, namely Prinsloo/Lerm 

winning the class, Smit/Galvin second, the Beers in third and 

the Gouveia’s in fourth.   

Suma Smith, with rookie navigator Gabi Koster, ended up 5th 

in class after having their fair share of problems which 

included not finishing the qualifying race 

due to losing a wheel when the hub 

retaining bolts broke, a puncture in the main 

race, stopping to help out fellow 

competitors and Suma falling ill halfway 

through the last loop.  But they pressed on 

and were rewarded with the trophy for the 

1st placed All-Ladies Team. 

CLASS B 

Peter Pfumfei capitalized on Marthinus le 

Roux’s absence and took the class win in fine 

form, his second win in a row.  Peter seems 

to have taken to his new car, a Mighty Mag, 

like the proverbial duck to water.   



 

   

 

Making a return to racing, Brendan 

Martin, whilst still sorting out his 

own Mighty Mag, raced with a 

‘loan car’ from Peter, eventually 

finishing second in class after 

having had a stack of problems 

along the way.  Perseverance 

clearly paid off for him.  Nishal 

Bhana has shown glimpses of 

speed this season so far and was hoping to 

break his non-finishing duck.  Nishal initially 

went very well, but was hampered by an 

engine misfire and suffered electrical 

problems throughout.  His luck eventually ran 

out and a broken CV put paid to his chances 

for the day. 

PRODUCTION VEHICLES 

OVERALL 

With Reagan Austen/Warren Vos out of the running due to a blown motor, it left the door 

wide open for the Class D outfit of Lourens van Wyk/Cois Mare.  They grabbed the 

opportunity with 

both hands 

winning the 

category overall.  

They are now 

well placed in the 

overall and class 

championships, 

but as we know, 

there is still a lot 

of racing to come. 



 

   

 

A strong showing by Rodney Cook/Rikus Hatting in 

their Class E after winning the qualifying race in the 

Production Category, came to nothing after a 

mechanical 

failure (idler arm 

broke) caused 

them to roll their 

bakkie and this 

put them out of 

the race.   

Van Wyk/Mare was followed by a duo of Class E 

bakkies in second and third places, with Theuns du 

Toit/Arnold Nortje narrowly edging out Victor 

Fincham/Koos Geldenhuys by only 64 seconds!   

Hein Kruger/Leonard Reynecke brought their Class D bakkie home in 4th place overall ahead 

of Okkie & Juandre Kruger (Class E) who rounded out the top five.   

CLASS D 

With the demise of Reagan Austen/Warren Vos, 

Lourens van Wyk/Cois Mare emerged as comfortable 

class victors 

ahead of Hein 

Kruger/Leonard 

Reynecke.  Jurie 

& Pieter du 

Plessis had a steady drive and made it to the finish in 

third place.   

CLASS E 

With Rodney Cook/Rikus Hatting flipping their bakkie 

out of contention whilst in the lead, Theuns du 

Toit/Arnold Nortje picked up the class win, chased hard 

by Victor Fincham/Koos Geldenhuys in second place.  

Okkie & Juandre Kruger took the last step of the class 

podium in third place. 



 

   

 

CLUB CLASS Z 

Cecil Fincham/TJ Hodgsman (Toyota Landcruiser) 

took the victory here after Hendriette couldn’t get 

her bakkie ready 

in time and had 

to watch and 

support from the 

side-lines.  The 

Fincham/Hodgs-

man Landcruiser (a ‘Blast from the Past’) encountered 

its fair share of hassles but to watch this Cruiser lean 

and buckle and weave through the corners was 

something to behold! 

As the weekend drew to a close, the feeling 

was unanimous amongst all competitors.  

An excellent event with a great venue, great 

route, good organising, great prizes and 

trophies made this an unforgettable 

weekend.   

To the sponsors of the event, Andre Kock & 

Seun and Hunky Pallets as wel as prize 

sponsors Tork Craft and Marathon Tools, a 

big thank you.  To season sponsors BB 

Motor Group and Excal Services, we are very fortunate to have you as partners.  To the 

winners, well done! To the many people involved in organising the event, scouting and 

marking the route, drawing the road book, the (dust covered and sun burnt) marshals at the 

marshal points and road crossings, the officials, medical staff, the farmers that allowed us to 

race on their grounds, the spectators that turned up all over the route, the ladies that 

provided food and the bar staff, a big thank you goes out to everyone! 

     

Next event:  Harrismith 29 July 2017 – see you there! 


